
Basics of Refrigeration 
 

UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION  
INTRODUCTION: Its meaning and application, unit of refrigeration; Various methods of 
refrigeration.  
 
1. Question: What is the definition of refrigeration? 
   Answer: Refrigeration is the process of cooling a space or substance below the ambient 
temperature to preserve perishable items or for comfort. 
 
2. Question: What is the unit of refrigeration? 
   Answer: The unit of refrigeration is the ton of refrigeration, which is the amount of heat 
absorption required to melt one ton (2000 pounds) of ice in a 24-hour period. 
 
3. Question: What are the various methods of refrigeration? 
   Answer: Various methods of refrigeration include vapor compression refrigeration, 
absorption refrigeration, thermoelectric refrigeration, and magnetic refrigeration. 
 
4. Question: Which method of refrigeration is the most commonly used in household 
refrigerators? 
   Answer: The most commonly used method of refrigeration in household refrigerators is 
vapor compression refrigeration. 
 
5. Question: What is the function of an evaporator in a refrigeration system? 
   Answer: The evaporator is responsible for absorbing heat from the space or substance 
being cooled, causing the refrigerant to vaporize. 
 
6. Question: How does absorption refrigeration differ from vapor compression 
refrigeration? 
   Answer: Absorption refrigeration uses a heat source to generate the refrigerant vapor, 
while vapor compression refrigeration uses a compressor to achieve the same effect. 
 
7. Question: What is the purpose of refrigerant in a refrigeration system? 
   Answer: The refrigerant acts as a medium for absorbing and releasing heat during the 
refrigeration cycle. 
 
8. Question: What is the role of a condenser in a refrigeration system? 
   Answer: The condenser is responsible for releasing the heat absorbed by the evaporator 
to the environment, causing the refrigerant to condense back into a liquid state. 
 
9. Question: How does thermoelectric refrigeration work? 
   Answer: Thermoelectric refrigeration utilizes the Peltier effect to create a temperature 
difference between two conductors, leading to heat absorption or dissipation. 
 
10. Question: What are the advantages of magnetic refrigeration? 
    Answer: Magnetic refrigeration offers the benefits of energy efficiency, low environmental 
impact, and reduced maintenance compared to traditional refrigeration methods. 
 
. 
 



MCQS: 
 
Sure! Here are 10 MCQs with answers on the topics you specified: 
 
1. What is the primary purpose of refrigeration? 
a) To cool down the atmosphere 
b) To lower the temperature of a space 
c) To heat up food 
d) To increase humidity 
Answer: b) To lower the temperature of a space 
 
2. Which unit is used to measure the cooling capacity of a refrigeration system? 
a) Watt 
b) Horsepower 
c) BTU 
d) Kilowatt 
Answer: c) BTU 
 
3. Which of the following is NOT a method of refrigeration? 
a) Vapor-compression 
b) Absorption 
c) Evaporation 
d) Reverse osmosis 
Answer: d) Reverse osmosis 
 
4. In which method of refrigeration does the refrigerant vaporize and absorbs heat from the 
surroundings? 
a) Vapor-compression 
b) Absorption 
c) Evaporation 
d) Thermoelectric 
Answer: c) Evaporation 
 
5. What is the purpose of an evaporator in a refrigeration system? 
a) To compress the refrigerant vapor 
b) To cool down the refrigerant 
c) To remove heat from the surroundings 
d) To control the flow of the refrigerant 
Answer: b) To cool down the refrigerant 
 
6. Which gas is commonly used as a refrigerant in refrigeration systems? 
a) Nitrogen 
b) Oxygen 
c) Carbon dioxide 
d) Freon 
Answer: d) Freon 
 
7. What is the function of a condenser in a refrigeration system? 
a) To absorb heat from the surroundings 
b) To release heat to the surroundings 
c) To compress the refrigerant 



d) To regulate the flow of the refrigerant 
Answer: b) To release heat to the surroundings 
 
8. Which process is responsible for converting the high-pressure vapor back into a liquid in 
a refrigeration system? 
a) Condensation 
b) Absorption 
c) Expansion 
d) Evaporation 
Answer: a) Condensation 
 
9. Which of the following is a component of a refrigeration system that controls the flow of 
the refrigerant? 
a) Compressor 
b) Condenser 
c) Expansion valve 
d) Evaporator 
Answer: c) Expansion valve 
 
10. What is the purpose of the compressor in a refrigeration system? 
a) To cool down the refrigerant 
b) To release heat to the surroundings 
c) To regulate the flow of the refrigerant 
d) To compress the refrigerant vapor 
Answer: d) To compress the refrigerant vapor 
 
UNIT 2: REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS  
REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS: Refrigeration Cycles: Refrigeration, carnot cycle of refrigeration (ideal 

cycle), Bell-Coleman cycle of refrigeration, their COP and Conditions for its highest value, 

Temperature limitations. Representation of these cycles, in P-V, T-S and P-H diagrams and also 

their flow diagrams, Simple numerical problems 

1. What is a refrigeration cycle and how does it work? 

A refrigeration cycle is a process that removes heat from a space or substance to lower its 

temperature. It operates on the principle of transferring heat from a low-temperature area to a 

high-temperature area, using a refrigerant to absorb and release heat. 

 

2. What is the Carnot cycle of refrigeration and how does it differ from other cycles? 

The Carnot cycle is an idealized thermodynamic cycle that operates between two temperature 

reservoirs to achieve maximum efficiency. It consists of isothermal expansion and compression, 

as well as adiabatic expansion and compression stages. 

 

3. Explain the Bell-Coleman cycle of refrigeration and its working principle. 



The Bell-Coleman cycle is a refrigeration process that utilizes air as the working fluid. It involves 

isentropic compression, cooling at constant pressure, isentropic expansion, and heat rejection at 

constant pressure to achieve refrigeration. 

 

4. What is the Coefficient of Performance (COP) in refrigeration systems, and how is it 

determined? 

The Coefficient of Performance (COP) is a measure of the efficiency of a refrigeration system, 

calculated as the ratio of desired cooling effect (refrigeration capacity) to the input work or 

energy required to achieve it. 

 

5. What are the conditions for achieving the highest COP in a refrigeration system? 

The highest COP in a refrigeration system is achieved when the refrigeration cycle operates 

reversibly without any irreversibilities, at the optimal temperature difference between the hot 

and cold reservoirs. 

 

6. How do temperature limitations impact the performance of a refrigeration system? 

Temperature limitations affect the efficiency and capacity of a refrigeration system, as lower 

temperatures result in increased cooling loads and energy consumption, while higher 

temperatures may limit the achievable refrigeration capacity. 

 

7. Can you describe the representation of refrigeration cycles on P-V, T-S, and P-H diagrams? 

Refrigeration cycles are commonly represented on Pressure-Volume (P-V), Temperature-

Entropy (T-S), and Pressure-Enthalpy (P-H) diagrams to visualize the thermodynamic processes 

such as compression, expansion, heat rejection, and absorption of heat. 

 

8. What is the flow diagram of a refrigeration cycle, and how does it illustrate the process? 

A flow diagram of a refrigeration cycle shows the sequence of operations in the system, 

including the flow of refrigerant through various components like compressor, condenser, 

expansion valve, and evaporator to achieve the cooling effect. 

 

9. Can you provide a simple numerical problem related to refrigeration cycles? 

Sure, let's consider a refrigeration system operating between -10°C and 30°C. Calculate the COP 

of the system if the refrigeration capacity is 5 kW and the input power is 2 kW. 

 



10. How do refrigeration cycles play a crucial role in various applications, such as air 

conditioning, food preservation, and industrial processes? 

Refrigeration cycles are essential for maintaining controlled temperatures in air conditioning 

systems, preserving perishable goods in refrigerators and freezers, and facilitating industrial 

processes like liquefaction of gases and cooling of machinery. 

MCQS: 

1. Which of the following is not a common type of refrigeration cycle? 

A) Bell-Coleman cycle 

B) Carnot cycle 

C) Rankine cycle 

D) Vapor-compression cycle 

Answer: C) Rankine cycle 

 

2. In which cycle does the refrigerant undergo both isothermal compression and isentropic 

expansion? 

A) Bell-Coleman cycle 

B) Carnot cycle 

C) Vapor-compression cycle 

D) Brayton cycle 

Answer: A) Bell-Coleman cycle 

 

3. What is COP in the context of refrigeration systems? 

A) Coefficient of Operating Pressure 

B) Coefficient of Performance 

C) Compression Operating Pressure 

D) Constant of Optimal Performance 

Answer: B) Coefficient of Performance 

 

4. At what condition does a refrigeration system have its highest COP? 

A) Low evaporator temperature and high condenser temperature 

B) High evaporator temperature and low condenser temperature 

C) Both evaporator and condenser at the same temperature 



D) None of the above 

Answer: B) High evaporator temperature and low condenser temperature 

 

5. Which diagram is commonly used to represent the Carnot cycle in refrigeration systems? 

A) P-v diagram 

B) T-s diagram 

C) P-H diagram 

D) X-Y diagram 

Answer: B) T-s diagram 

 

6. What is the primary limitation on the minimum temperature that can be achieved in a 

refrigeration system? 

A) The type of refrigerant used 

B) The size of the compressor 

C) Thermodynamic limitations 

D) Environmental regulations 

Answer: C) Thermodynamic limitations 

 

7. What does the P-v diagram of a Carnot cycle look like? 

A) A rectangle 

B) A triangle 

C) A circle 

D) A sine wave 

Answer: A) A rectangle 

 

8. Which cycle is known for its reversible nature in refrigeration systems? 

A) Vapor-compression cycle 

B) Carnot cycle 

C) Brayton cycle 

D) Stirling cycle 

Answer: B) Carnot cycle 



 

9. What is the purpose of a flow diagram in a refrigeration system? 

A) To represent the temperature limitations 

B) To show the movement of the refrigerant through the system 

C) To calculate the COP 

D) To determine the type of compressor used 

Answer: B) To show the movement of the refrigerant through the system 

 

10. What is the function of a simple numerical problem in the study of refrigeration systems? 

A) To test understanding of theoretical concepts 

B) To determine environmental impacts 

C) To design new refrigerants 

D) To calculate compressor efficiency 

Answer: A) To test understanding of theoretical concepts 

 


